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CAPTAIN’S COMMENTS.. .

 So, the play-offs it is then! 
Realistically, catching 

Burnley over the last few weeks 
was a tough ask but ask we did. 
Fair play to Sean Dyche’s men, 
they never slipped up. Over the 
course of the season I think both 
Leicester City and Burnley have 
been the most consistent sides 
in the league and this has been 
reflected in their final positions. 

For me, they have been the 
strongest sides we have faced. 
Burnley were dominant at the iPro 
Stadium earlier in the season and 
claimed a comfortable 3-0 win, 
while Leicester were the only side 
to really brush us aside when we 
visited the King Power Stadium a 
few months back. 

We deserve to finish in that 
third spot after such an impressive 
season and I’m backing the lads 
to do just that. We will be doing 
everything in our powers to 
finish this campaign as strong as 
possible so that momentum for 
what lies ahead.  

A huge congratulations has to 
go to the players, management 
and the staff to finish in the top 
six. At the beginning of the season 
I felt that we had a squad capable 
of delivering a top six spot and 
no matter what has arisen, I’ve 
maintained that overwhelming 
belief. I am delighted to have seen 
it achieved and witness these boys 
get the rewards for their hard work 
and persistence.

It is still a job half done. We’ve 
seen a few times in the past the 
third-placed team not reach the 
Premier League - but I can assure 

you that the lads are extremely 
determined to make sure that 
doesn’t happen to Derby County.

The places in the play-offs 
are still up for grabs and some 
of the teams are almost limping 
over the line. Our fiercest rivals 
Nottingham Forest are in with a 
shout and are only two points off 
sixth position. After we defeated 
them 5-0 last month, I couldn’t see 
them having a sniff at sneaking 
back in but results and slip-ups 
have given them another chance 
- imagine that as a semi-final! I’m 
not worried, and neither should 
the lads be, about who we will face 
in the semi-finals. 

I’m sure Derby County will be 
the club none of the other teams 
will want to come up against at 
this moment. Our home form 
has been impressive and we can 
be just as consistent away too. 
We are a great footballing side 
that has the capability at scoring 
freely and recent defensive 
displays have been rewarded with 
numerous clean sheets. We can be 
the all-round package. 

It is imperative that 
going into the play-offs 
we are still on a good 
run and hopefully 
that continues 
today. I’ve been 
promoted 
through the 
play-offs, 
whilst at 
Blackpool, 
and we had 
won seven in 
a row before 

the semi-finals. Going into these 
big games with a rich vein of form 
and momentum makes you feel 
unbeatable that no matter who 
you face, you will be victorious. We 
need that this time around. 

Whatever the outcome and 
whoever we face, it’s going to be a 
hell of an occasion for everybody. 

Barks.
www.shaunbarker.co.uk 

Park Foster Care is an independent fostering agency. To make an enquiry into becoming a foster 
carer and possibly changing a child’s life forever, call 0800 169 4552 or text ‘FOSTER’ to 60777.


