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CLUB CAPTAIN SHAUN BARKER PENS HIS LATEST PROGRAMME COLUMN FOR THE RAM...

CAPTAIN’S COMMENTS.. .

 It’s hard to believe that we’re 
only five games away from the 

regular 2013-14 season coming to 
an end; although fingers crossed 
our season will continue until 
towards the end of May.

As a fan, player or staff member 
it is a great time to be associated 
with Derby County. The league table 
makes for very good reading and 
like our Head Coach said after the 
3-1 win at Blackpool on Tuesday, we 
need to make sure we get ourselves 
over the line and finish in the top six.

This is the time of the season 
when the End of Season awards 
come into play. Who will win Player 
of the Year? Who will claim the Goal 
of the Season award? 

This year, the squad have each 
voted for their Players’ Player of the 
Year ahead of the annual club End 
of Season awards night later this 
month.

So, like when our fans vote for the 
Jack Stamps Trophy winner, we’ve 
had to get our thinking caps on and 
choose our top three players during 
the campaign.

In recent years here at Derby 
County, there has normally been 
a stand-out candidate to finish top 
of the tree, but given the excellent 
level of performances across 
the team, it really has made it 
difficult. I know that there was 
some serious deliberation as the 
lads cast their votes.

This was all done in private so 
we don’t know who has voted for 
whom, but it will be interesting to 
see who comes out on top.

I’m not going to name names 
because I don’t want people 
reading anything into them and 
trying to determine who I have 
voted for, but I can confess to 
having some serious thinking 
time. There have been some 
excellent performers in defence, 
midfield and attack this season, 
to get us to where we are in the 
table.

Our midweek win at Blackpool 
was, by all accounts, impressive. 
We were behind within a couple 
of seconds but speaking to the 
lads in the last few days they 
said we dominated the game and 
played extremely well. Although 
it is sad to see one of my former 
clubs struggling, I’m delighted 
we got three points on the board 
and move back up to third in 
the table.

Chris Martin scored 
his 20th goal of the 
season in the win 
at Bloomfield 
Road and that 
is a brilliant 
achievement. 
Chrissy has 

been in fine form this season and 
his goals have played a key part 
in our rise up the table. He’s a 
handful for opposition defences 
and as well as putting the ball in 
the back of the net, he’s vital in 
bringing others into play.

We’re into the business end 
of the season now so please 
keep generating a tremendous 
atmosphere here at the iPro 
Stadium and drive the boys on.

Barks

Check out Shaun Barker’s website: 
www.shaunbarker.co.uk
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