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 It was a shame that the 
talking point post-match 

last weekend wasn’t of the match 
or performance of either side but 
- the decision to dismiss Chris 
Martin for two bookable offences. 

I would like to start by saying 
I’m someone who appreciates and 
understands how tough the job is 
as a match offi cial - and especially 
a referee. Decisions have to 
be made in split seconds when 
replays and time to refl ect is non-
existent. The pace of the game 
has increased over the years 
and I think sometimes it can be 
impossible for offi cials. I certainly 
don’t envy them.

Not having technology to make 
decisions is something that I’m 
fully behind and completely agree 
with. Football is a game where 
too many intervals and breaks - 
where technology rules decisions 
- would in my eyes ruin the fast 
paced games we are used to. Part 
of the beautiful game is discussed 
and argued about with detailed 
precision in every pub over a 
beer for days afterwards. How 
did their best player play? How 
instrumental was their captain? 
What decisions were right and 
wrong? Match of the Day and Sky 
Sports would certainly have to 
change the way they cover the 
game.

Imagine not having those 
discussions! It would completely 
change the game. It’s a topic that 
has caused great debate over the 
years and I think it’s one that will 
rumble on for a little while yet. 

Chris Martin’s infl uence has 
been glaringly obvious this 

season. His goals have made him 
the prolifi c goalscorer that has 
been absent from our team for 
a few years, but he’s also been 
as integral to our formation and 
style of play as well. His infl uence 
was missed in the second-half of 
the Burnley game and it will be 
today as well. I can’t help feel it’s 
extremely unjust - especially as 
you can’t appeal two yellow cards 
but you have to take moments like 
this on the chin. 

I’ve watched the incident over 
and over and I think it was harsh 
to give him a second yellow. 
There was contact. As soon as 
players encroach inside penalty 
areas these days many can be 
seen going down theatrically to 
infl uence the referee into giving 
a goalscoring opportunity and 
possibly getting an opponent 
sent-off. Chris is not one of those 
players. I don’t even think he 
appealed, looking at the footage 
- and barely two seconds later 
we had the ball in the net through 
Jeff Hendrick so it was a bit of a 
triple whammy for us. Who knows 
what could have happened from 
there?

We don’t get it right in games 
as players and referees 
are no different - we’re 
all human and that’s 
the way of life. Big 
moments can 
decide a game 
and overall 
defi ne seasons 
and hopefully 
if we continue 
to pick up wins 
on a regular 

basis between now and the end of 
the season no-one will remember 
Chris being sent-off last week.

It’s an awfully hard job to 
referee and we all realise it is 
becoming increasingly harder 
to do such a job. We never hear 
ex-professionals throwing their 
name in the mix to become match 
offi cials and it would certainly be 
interesting to see them involved!

Barks

Check out Shaun Barker’s 
website: www.shaunbarker.co.uk


