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Defender hails Rams
manager after
choosing move to
Derby over Forest
BY PETER GREEN

pgreen@derbytelegraph.co.uk

Davis waits
to sort out
Pride Park
departure
DERBY COUNTY de-
fender Claude Davis’ fu-
ture could be sorted by
the end of this week.

The Rams are looking
to negotiate a settle-
ment with Davis to ter-
minate his contract,
which has two years to
run.

“We have been nego-
tiating for a while now,”
said Rams chairman of
football Adam Pearson.

“It was an extremely
long contract, which
needed to be addressed,
and it was not going to
be a straightforward
deal. Hopefully, we
might be able to sort
something by the end of
the week.”

Crystal Palace man-
ager Neil Warnock has
expressed an interest in
taking Davis to Sel-
hurst Park on a free
transfer. Davis had a
loan spell with the
Eagles at the end of last
season.

Davis has been on
duty with Jamaica in
the Gold Cup recently
and is hoping to sort out
his future when he re-
turns to England.

“I’m none the wiser
than anybody else
about my future,” said
Davis.

“I’m not back from
Jamaica until Friday so
we will see what hap-
pens when I return.”

The 30-year-old
joined the Rams for £3m
from Sheffield United
in July 2007.

Price: 35p

Keep up to date with all
the latest Derby County
news at
www.thisisderbyshire.co.uk
and www.therams.co.uk
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BARKER: CLOUGH
FACTOR CRUCIAL
SHAUN Barker says the Nigel
Clough factor was crucial to
his decision to join Derby
County.

The 26-year-old defender com-
pleted his move from Blackpool
yesterday for an undisclosed fee,
although the Telegraph under-
stands the Rams have paid in the
region of £900,000.

Barker has signed a three-year
contract with the Rams, who
beat arch rivals Nottingham
Forest to the defender’s signa-
ture.

Nottingham-born Barker was
a Forest fan as a youngster but
says that allegiance is now a
thing of the past – and it was
Rams boss Clough who helped
convince him to move to Pride
Park.

“Nigel Clough was a massive
factor in my decision,” said
Barker. “I’ve known that Derby
were interested in me for a while
now and they had clearly done
their homework on me.

“As soon as I got chance to
speak to Nigel he said
everything that I wanted to
hear.

“He knew exactly what kind of
player I was and what he wanted
me to do for the team. That gave
me great confidence.

“I don’t want to go to a club
and not do a job for them. He
made it clear that he knew what
I could do and I thought I would
fit in well.

“I’m what you would probably
describe as an old-fashioned
kind of defender. I’m the sort of
player who wants to put their
body on the line to make sure the
other side doesn’t score.

“All I want to do is stop goals
going in. If it’s just a 1-0 win I’m
delighted.

“Last season Derby scored a
lot of goals but conceded a lot too.

The gaffer knew what he wanted
to do to improve the side and
tighten up the defence – hope-
fully I can help do that.”

And Barker says he won’t have
any split loyalties when the
Rams come up against Forest for
the first time next season, the
sides going head to head at the
City Ground on August 29.

“I supported Forest as a
youngster but I wouldn’t say I

was a diehard fan,” added Bark-
er.

“As soon as you start to play
football and become a profes-
sional, then you stop being a fan
and concentrate on doing your
best as a player for your club.

“I’m 110 per cent committed to
Derby. My family are Forest fans
and some of my younger broth-
ers and sisters may have wanted
me to go to Forest.

“But now it’s all Derby for me,
as much as my family and mates
might want to joke about it!”

Clough was thrilled to land the
defender.

“Shaun has been one of our
top targets all summer and we

are delighted to have concluded
the deal to bring him to Pride
Park,” he said.

“At 26 years old, he is in his
prime and has all the attributes
we are looking for in a centre
half.

“His attitude and character
are first class and we have no
doubt that he will be a valuable
addition to our squad for the
season ahead.”

WELCOME ABOARD: New Derby County signing Shaun Barker (right) at Moor Farm with Rams manager Nigel Clough yesterday.
Picture by Andy Clarke.
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