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Rams turn on
the style again
to defeat Boro
and give season
a fresh impetus

DERBY County followed up
their five-goal demolition of
Crystal Palace with a stylish
victory over Middlesbrough
last night and their season
has taken on new shape in the
last few days.
Another performance

brimmingwith somany qual-
ities sent supporters home
from Pride Park Stadium
happy and looking forward to
their next view of the Rams.
The fans have seen two fine

displays in four days, eight
goals scored and six thor-
oughly-deserved points
tucked away.
The 3-1 win against

Middlesbrough contained
three magnificent goals, eye-
catching passing and move-
ment, character and determ-
ination when the visitors
asked questions.
Kris Boyd’s header put

Middlesbrough in front and
when Kris Commons saw his
penalty saved. there were
concerns.
How would it affect the

players?Derby sides in recent
years have crumbled in such
circumstances but not this
time.
Far from it. They grew in

stature and swamped
Middlesbrough for thenext 40
minutes.
ShaunBarker found the net

moments before half-time
with a towering header –
shades of some of the goals
scored by club legendRoyMc-
Farland – and Commons pro-
duced two finishes out of the
top drawer in a magical 10-
minute spell to take his total
to five for the campaign and
Derby had back-to-back
League wins, something they
achieved only once all last
season.
Middlesbrough had lost

only once in six trips toDerby
but they did not enjoy this
visit.
Dean Leacock’s hamstring

injury forced manager Nigel
Clough into one change from
the team that demolished
Crystal Palace. Tomasz Cy-
wka came in and John Bray-
fordmoved across from right-
back to partner Barker at
centre-back. Midfielder Paul
Green filled in for Brayford.
Leacock’s absence means

Derby have five central de-
fenders out injured, aswell as

left-back Gareth Roberts.
England Under-19 striker

Ryan Noble was named
among the substitutes after
arriving on a month-long
loan from Sunderland on
Monday.
Middlesbrough went into

the game without an away
win this season.
They made three changes

following their defeat at Wat-
ford. In cameTonyMcMahon,
Nicky Bailey and Scottish in-
ternational striker Boyd, who
had scored only once since
his summer move from
Rangers.
Skipper Gary O’Neil made

his 100th start for Middles-
brough and Julio Arca his
300th appearance of his ca-
reer in England.
Brayford won his first two

headers but it was a David
Wheater header after six
minutes which gave Derby an
early scare.
Barry Robson delivers a

testing set-piece, be it a
corner or free kick, and his
flag kick found Wheater,
whose firm header flew just
over.
Robbie Savage broke up

Middlesbrough play three
times in the opening minutes
and there were some neat
passing moves from the
Rams, although Commons
gave the ball away too often at
times.
Commons did, however,

win a free kick just over 25
yards from goal and Savage
held his head in his hands
when Jason Steele dived full
length to his right and turned
the ball behind.
Shefki Kuqi headed a Bark-

er cross wide when he should
have hit the target and Derby
paid for the miss when
Middlesbrough took the lead
after 20 minutes.
Robsonwhipped a centre in

from the right and a flick of
the head by Boyd sent the ball
wide of Stephen Bywater and
into the corner of the net. The
headerwas so precise that the
keeper barely moved.
Derby wasted a golden op-

portunity to draw level three
minutes later when Com-
mons’ tamepenaltywas saved
by Steele.
Kuqi intercepted a poor

back pass by Arca and
touched the ball wide of the
on-rushing Steele, who
brought the big striker down.
Kuqi was moving away from
goal and so the card for Steele
was yellow rather than red.
Commons scored from the

spot at Leeds on the opening
weekend of the season and
took on the responsibility
again. This time his weak
penalty was too close to
Steele, who kept it out.
Commons looked to seize

on the rebound but was
crowded out.
A fierce drive from Nick

Bailey was inches too high
but the crowd was warmed
andheartenedbyDerby’s pos-
itive response.
Alberto Bueno and the

lively Cywka pulled the vis-
itors one way and the other
with their clever play. There
was great belief and purpose
in Derby’s football.
Bueno shot straight at

Steele and a wonderful cross
by the Spaniard drifted nar-

rowly wide of the far post and
shouldhave been turned in by
a team-mate before Brayford
fired a shot just wide.
Middlesbrough’s target

man,Boyd,was a threat in the
air and he headed over from
six yards but justice was done
when Derby’s equaliser ar-
rived in stoppage time at the
end of the first half.
They had been banging on

the Boro door and it finally
opened when Commons de-
livered a corner and Barker
rose majestically at the back
post to power his header into
the opposite corner.
It was a terrific header and

would have made Commons
feel a little bit better in the
dressing room at the inter-
val.

the ball deliciously over
Steele and into the same
corner he had found minutes
earlier.
The roar almost lifted the

roof.
Boyd remained a real

threat to Derby’s two-goal
lead. His downward header
was kicked away by Bywater,
whose reactions were sharp,
and then the striker cut in-
side Barker and rifled the ball
over much to his disappoint-
ment.
Bueno was replaced by

Luke Moore as Middles-
brough pressed but Kuqi and
Moore showed admirable de-
sire to defend from the front,
and Bailey and Savage eased
the growing pressure when
they went close to a fourth
Derby goal.
Bailey’s raking drive was

tipped round a post by Steele
and Savage curled a free kick
over.
It was a fine all-round team

performance but no-one is
getting carried away.
There is a job to be done at

Swansea onSaturday ifDerby
are to make it a fantastic
week or so.

snicholson@derbytelegraph.co.uk

BY STEVE NICHOLSON
AT PRIDE PARK

NPOWER, CHAMPIONSHIP
Burnley .......... (2) 4 Hull ................ (0) 0
Iwelumo 14 53
Eagles 24 50 pen
Cardiff ............ (0) 0 Crystal Palace (0) 0
Coventry ........ (1) 2 Doncaster ...... (1) 1
Gunnarsson 2 Sharp 43
McSheffrey 86
Derby ............. (1) 3 Middlesboro ... (1) 1
Barker 45 Boyd 20
Commons 51 60
Leeds ............. (4) 4 Preston .......... (2) 6
Becchio 15 Parkin 5 40 64
Bruce 20 Treacy 54
Somma 27 39 Davidson 58 pen

Hume 79
Norwich ......... (1) 4 Leicester ........ (1) 3
Crofts 31 Waghorn 2
Hoolahan 53 pen 74 Fryatt 65 78
Drury 62
Nottm Forest . (0) 1 Sheff Utd ....... (1) 1
McKenna 69 Cresswell 6
Portsmouth .... (0) 3 Bristol City ..... (0) 1
Utaka 51 Stead 53
Mokoena 58
Mullins 90
QPR ............... (0) 0 Millwall ........... (0) 0
Reading ......... (0) 1 Ipswich .......... (0) 0
Church 88
Scunthorpe .... (0) 0 Barnsley ........ (0) 0
Watford .......... (0) 2 Swansea ........ (2) 3
Deeney 76 Sinclair 11
Martin Taylor 85 Dobbie 30

Nouble 69

DERBY COUNTY ............... 3
MIDDLESBROUGH ............ 1

DERBY COUNTY: Bywater;
Green, Barker, Brayford, Moxey;
Savage (Pringle, 90+2), J Bailey;
Cywka, Bueno (Moore, 79),
Commons (Pearson, 66); Kuqi.
Other subs: Deeney (gk) Doyle,
O‘Brien, Noble.
MIDDLESBROUGH: Steele;
McMahon, Wheater, McManus,
Arca (Bennett, 46); Robson,
O‘Neil, Tavares (Halliday, 75), N
Bailey (Kink, 63); Lita, Boyd.
Other subs: Coyne (gk), Miller,
Williams, Bates.

24,739.

Derby County: Barker (45)
foul on Robson.
Middlesbrough: Steele (22)
foul on Kuqi; Tavares (25) foul on
Commons; McManus (70) foul on
Cywka; O'Neil (84) dissent;
Wheater (87) handball.

Boyd (20) ...............................0-1
Barker (45+2) ........................1-1
Commons (51) .......................2-1
Commons (60) .......................3-1

P W D L F A Pts
QPR........................ 9 7 2 0 22 2 23
Cardiff ..................... 9 5 2 2 14 7 17
Norwich .................. 9 5 1 3 14 13 16
Watford................... 9 4 3 2 20 12 15
Burnley ................... 9 4 3 2 14 7 15
Reading .................. 9 4 3 2 13 8 15
Ipswich ................... 9 4 3 2 11 8 15
Swansea................. 9 5 0 4 14 12 15
Coventry ................. 9 4 2 3 14 13 14
Leeds...................... 9 4 2 3 15 16 14
Nottm Forest .......... 9 2 6 1 10 8 12
Millwall.................... 9 3 3 3 14 13 12
Barnsley.................. 9 3 3 3 13 15 12
Doncaster ............... 9 3 3 3 12 14 12
DERBY CO............. 9 3 2 4 15 12 11
Scunthorpe............. 9 3 2 4 10 9 11
Hull ......................... 9 3 2 4 7 13 11
Sheff Utd ................ 9 3 2 4 5 11 11
Middlesboro ........... 9 3 1 5 9 16 10
Preston ................... 9 3 0 6 13 19 9
Portsmouth............. 9 2 2 5 11 13 8
C Palace ................. 9 2 2 5 8 17 8
Bristol City .............. 9 1 3 5 8 16 6
Leicester................. 9 1 2 6 10 22 5

C Pawson (South Yorkshire).
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Hewas feelingmuch, much
better six minutes into the
second half when he put
Derby ahead.
Savage’s accurate pass

found the feet of Commons,
who faced goal and, with de-
fenders backing off, curled an
exquisite finish high and
wide of the helpless Steele.
Kuqi almost increased the

lead a minute later when
Commons turned provider.
He drilled in a centre and
Kuqi’s powerful downward
header was inches wide.
But the Rams did not have

to wait long for a third goal –
and it was another beauty
from Commons.
He worked a short corner

with Cywka on the hour and
moved into the area to curl

Loanmerry-go-round
can give a bumpy ride
Gerald
Mortimer
THE impact made by Alberto
Bueno and Shefki Kuqi
against Crystal Palace, along
with the success Danny Gra-
ham is enjoying at Watford,
sparked a thought about the
uncertainties involved in
signing players on loan.
Graham joined Derby

County in January, 2005 and
appeared in 14 League games,
three of them as a substitute,
failing to score.
The forward was 20 at the

time and struggling to win a
place at Middlesbrough. In
his spell at Pride Park, he
worked hard, not always in
the right areas, was enthu-
siastic and never looked re-
motely like scoring.
It was almost as if he was

allergic to the frame of the
goal and he had three other
loans before settling at Carl-
isle United in January, 2007.
He scored 40 goals for them

and now, at Vicarage Road, is
recognised as one of the
danger men in the Champi-
onship. The days at Derby
helped him to gain experi-
ence but were of little value to
the Rams.
Sometimes the manager

signing a player on loan is
simply trying to plug a hole,
as with goalkeeper David
Martin at Derby last season
when Stephen Bywater was
injured and Saul Deeney sus-
pended.
At other times, a manager

hopes a new man will im-
prove the team. Nobody has
ever done that more success-
fully for the Rams than Leon
Osman, who arrived from
Everton in January, 2004, and
scored three goals in 17
games.
His drive, enthusiasm and

skill in midfield made him a
major factor in keeping the
Rams clear of relegation but
there was never a chance of
signing him permanently.
Everton had plans for him

and he is now nearing 250
appearances for them.
The key decision is wheth-

er to go for experience or po-
tential. With older players, it
is essential to find out if the
desire is still there.
At the age of 36, Paul Dick-

ov joined Derby from
Leicester City and set a splen-
did example of professional-
ism. He remained keen to
badger defenders but the old
sharpness in front of goal had
gone.
He is now player-manager

of OldhamAthletic. DJCamp-
bell was also from Leicester
and did well enough before

another loan to Blackpool.
Having helped them to pro-
motion, he is now their play-
er.
Some arrive for a gentle

last stroll but tend to be in the
club before their attitudes be-
come apparent. Then there
are players who are promptly
injured, like Danny Mills and
James Vaughan.
For young players, it is des-

perately hard to make an im-
pact. One of the stranger
loans in George Burley’s time
was Jason Talbot, a full-back
from Bolton Wanderers who
had to sign as a professional
before he could move.
It was immediately obvious

that he was not ready for
Championship football and
the Rams did not do too well
out of Bolton around that
time.
They also took Blessing

Kaku and Khalilou Fadiga,
both candidates for their
worst loan signings. They
were joined last season by
Javan Vidal fromManchester
City, who managed one sub-
stitute appearance.
Arsenal usually have

young players to spare and
Derby have dipped in with
Nacer Barazite, now on loan
with Vitesse Arnhem, and
Gilles Sunu.
They showed signs of being

well-educated but the high
tempo of the Championship,
compared with the gentler
world of reserve football, de-
mands a massive adjustment.
It is almost unfair to expect
them to affect a struggling
side and the same applied to
Jake Livermore from Totten-
ham Hotspur.
Some have a later surprise

in store. Peter Whittingham
was ordinary in his time at
Derby but is now a major
player with Cardiff City.
TheRamsused 14 loanplay-

ers last season and the hope is
that it is a transitional phase
on the way to a more stable
squad.

Blundering Attwell continues to baffle
IT is always worth staying
awake for Match of the Day if
Stuart Attwell is in charge of
a game.
Something is liable to go

spectacularlywrong and he is
either fatally unlucky or not
much good as a referee. I tend
to take the latter course but,
for whatever reason, he
struck again on Saturday.
It was patently obvious

when Michael Turner
knocked the ball back so that
his goalkeeper could take a
free kick that Sunderland did
not regard the ball as being in
play.
Liverpool thought they

would try it on and, with no
defenders in the vicinity
apart from a helpless keeper,
Dirk Kuyt was able to score
with ease.
Steve Bruce described it as

a joke and replays established
that Attwell was not even

watching at the relevant mo-
ment.
Former referee Graham

Poll – he of the three yellow
cards for one player in a
World Cup – is never slow to
express an opinion and poin-
ted out that officials are
trained to run backwards at
such moments to keep the
play in vision.
What is baffling is that the

assistants were unable to res-
cue Attwell. The train of
events was surely clear
enough. It would be interest-
ing to know what an extra
official standing behind the
goal would have made of it.
Attwell received consider-

able publicity when he be-
came the youngest Premier
League referee and his fast-
tracking was designed as an
incentive to others.
It was more like a disin-

centive to a number of per-

fectly competent referees
stuck in the Football League.
Attwell should surely be

dropped from the Premier-
ship but the snag then is that
he would be more likely to
turn up at Pride Park.
His appearance there for a

Nottingham Forest game has
not been forgotten. He
chalked off two legitimate
goals for the Rams.
The best suggestion would

be for him to find other ways
of spending his weekends.
There was another bit of

silliness fromWest Ham goal-
keeper Robert Green with his
“up yours” gesture to the me-
dia after an impressive clean
sheet against Tottenham.
Green has taken some stick

for a shaky start following his
World Cup but proving the
critics wrong usually means
they were right in the first
place.

Swansea City away
Championship, Saturday (3pm).
Preston North End home
Championship, Oct 16 (3pm).
Doncaster Rovers away
Championship, Oct 19 (7.45pm).
Millwall away
Championship, Oct 23 (3pm).
Watford home
Championship, October 30 (3pm).

Watford's Danny Graham
(above) and Peter
Whittingham of Cardiff City.

as a worldwide television
audience.”
Brazil have played a num-

ber of games in England in
recent years, mainly at the
Emirates, the home of
Arsenal.
Brazil always field as

strong a side as possible in
international friendlies and
their squad for the game in
Derby includes Robinho,
Dani Alves and Ramires. Real
Madrid star Kaka will not be
involved.
Glick said the chance to

host the Brazil gamewas first
mooted late last week.
“We received a call on Fri-

day to say that Brazil had a
match fall through in the
Middle East and would be in-
terested in staging a game,”
said Glick.
“There were a few cities

they were looking at and we
said ‘absolutely’. We worked
hard over the weekend and
we were successful in getting
confirmation. It is exciting.
“It is testament to a lot of

the great work put in by
people around the city.
“We want to show that

Derby is capable of perform-
ing at this level.
“We know we have done it

for England Under-21 inter-
nationals repeatedly and for a
full international. We are ab-
solutely capable of this.”
The only full international

played at Pride Park Stadium
was England’s victory over
Mexico in May 2001.
Tickets for the Brazil game

are priced £30 for adults (aged
18 to 59) and £15 concessions
(aged 17 and under and 60 and
over) and can be purchased
from the ticket office at the
stadium. Alternatively, tick-
ets can be bought by phoning
0871 472 1884, or by going on-
line at www.wearederby.com.
Limited hospitality places

are also available by calling
01332 667513.
The match will kick off at

7.30pm.
BRAZIL SQUAD: Jefferson

(Botafogo), Victor (Gremio), Neto
(Atletico Paranaense); DaniAlves
(Barcelona), Mariano (Flumin-
ense), Andre Santos (Fener-
bahce), Adriano (Barcelona), Thi-
ago Silva (AC Milan), David Luiz
(Benfica), Alex (Chelsea), Rever
(Atletico Mineiro); Lucas (Liver-
pool), Ramires (Chelsea), Sandro
(Tottenham), Wesley (Werder
Bremen), Carlos Eduardo (Hof-
fenheim), Elias (Corinthians), Gi-
uliano (Internacional), Philippe
Coutinho (Inter Milan); Alexan-
dre Pato (ACMilan), Robinho (AC
Milan), Andre (Dynamo Kiev),
Nilmar (Villarreal).

BRAZIL FROM BACK PAGE

Glick: Brazil friendlywill
put Derby onworld stage

Clough issues challenge to Commons
COMMONS FROM BACK PAGE

Shaun Barker (far left) begins to celebrate with John Brayford
after equalising for Derby County (below left) last night.
Above: Kris Commons sees his penalty saved.

Pictures: Leah McLaren

ing a second-half brace.
“I felt I needed to digmyself

out of a trench,” said Com-
mons.
“Getting the goal just be-

fore half-time gave us a
massive lift and to see the net
bulge was a great relief for

me, having missed a penalty
20 minutes earlier.
“We felt we had more goals

in us, so to capitalise on that
waspleasing. It just seemed to
open up for me and, on both
occasions, it just seemed easy
for me to lift the ball over the
goalkeeper.”

snicholson@derbytelegraph.co.uk

Kris Commons can’t force the rebound home after his first-half
penalty is saved.


