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NEW loan signing Daniel Ay-
ala goes straight into the
Derby County squad for
today’s home game against
Leicester City.
The 20-year-old central de-

fender completed his move
from Liverpool yesterday and
trained with the rest of the
players at Moor Farm.
He only returned to action

this week after two months
out with a hamstring injury
and so he is likely to be on the
bench against Leicester.
His loan deal runs to the

end of the season.
“Daniel had a number of

other clubs interested in tak-

Defender Daniel
in the squad to
face Sven’s men

ing him and I would like to
express our thanks to Kenny
Dalglish and Liverpool that
they have decided Derby
County is the best place for
him at this stage of his de-
velopment,” said Rams boss
Nigel Clough.
“He is a talented defender

who we’ve seen in action on
numerous occasions and feel
he has the qualities to help
improve our defensive re-
cord.
“This deal has been in the

pipeline for a few weeks and
we’ve had to remain patient
but the hard work has now
paid off.”

BY STEVE NICHOLSON

SHAUN Barker has become a
key player and a leader for
Derby County, according to
Roy McFarland.
“Shaun is important. He is

dominant in the air, a tough
tackler and a leader – he
wants to win,” said McFar-

land who was one of Eng-
land’s greatest defenders.
“At the moment, it is prob-

ably a question of who is go-
ing to play alongside him at
the heart of the defence.
“There have been one or

two different players who

have played in that position
but it does help when you
have a settled partnership.
“It was good for me in my

day that I had three or four
years learning in terms of
playing alongside DaveMack-
ay.

“Then Terry Hennessey, a
Welsh international, followed
for a short spell before Colin
Todd came in.
“Derby’s back four hasn’t

been so settled, probably
based on results.”
“As a manager, you get so

RAMS legend RoyMcFarland
believes the fans can roar
struggling Derby County to a
much-needed victory today.
One win in 11 League

games has seen Derby slide to
17th in the Championship
ahead of the visit of in-form
Leicester City to Pride Park
Stadium (5.20pm).

frustrated in terms of what
you expect from players.
“I think that is what has

happened with the team and
with Nigel Clough and you
have to keep trying things
until you get a formula, a
winning formula.”

Patience among some sup-
porters snapped after the last
home game, a 2-1 defeat by
Ipswich Town, and they pro-
tested against the club’s own-
ers, chanting “sack the
board”.
There could be more

protests at this evening’s fix-
ture but McFarland is con-
fident the supporters will get
right behind the team during

the game.
“It has been disappointing

for the fans recently and very,
very frustrating but if I know
Derby County supporters,
they will be there today, they
will be shouting their teamon
and let’s hope with that back-
ing we get three points,” said
McFarland, one of the club’s
greatest-ever players.
McFarland made 530 ap-

pearances for Derby.
He helped the club to win

Division Two in 1968-9, cap-
tained theRams to theLeague
Championship in 1971-2 and
collected another winners’
medal in 1974-5.
He won 28 England caps

and managed Derby in the
1990s – and knows the role the
fans can play.
“One thing is certain, when

that whistle blows those sup-
porters will be behind the
players and the players need
that support,” said McFar-
land.
“The team are lacking a bit

of confidence and it is not
easy when you are lacking
confidence.
“In the old days at the Base-
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Daniel Ayala is with Derby
County on loan.
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