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Clough says
two players
are close to
signing on
NIGEL Clough says Derby County
are close to tying up two signings
for next season already.
Polish forward Tomasz Cywka

is one, as the Telegraph reported
on Thursday.
Cywka, 21, is on loan from

Wigan Athletic, where his con-
tract is up this summer.
“We are close to getting two in

next week, which will be a good
start and Russell Anderson’s new
deal was done a week or so ago,”
said Clough.
“Themoveswhere a transfer fee

will be needed take longer as clubs
try to get the best deal. We will try
to dobusiness as early aswe can so
we know we are settled but I don’t
think we will have the squad in
place fully, because it might be
dictated by one or two loans in
July and August.”
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striker Gary Hooper is a target.
“Wewould love him but the deal

has to be right,” said Clough, who
will watch tomorrow’s game
against Cardiff City from the
stand as he serves a one-match
touchline ban.
“He has proved himself in the

last two seasons but I don’t think it
would be right to go back on the
principles we have laid down in
the last 18 months,” added the
manager.
“If it is a good deal fee-wise and

contract-wise then, yes, we would
certainly be interested. If they are
going above our valuation of him,
then we will walk away and move
onto the next target.”
Derby have dismissed specula-

tion linking them with Notts
County goalkeeper Kasper
Schmeichel.

SHAUNBarker is the latest win-
ner of the Jack Stamps Player of
the YearAward as chosen by the
Derby County supporters.
Barker has been the Rams’ out-

standing defender since the turn of
the year and the 27-year-old centre-
half will receive the trophy before
tomorrow’s final match of the sea-
son against Cardiff City at Pride
Park Stadium (1pm).
He was the club’s big signing of

last summer when he arrived from
Blackpool for around
£900,000.
A thigh injury picked up

in pre-season troubled him
in the first half of the cam-
paign, when he made only 12
starts, but his form since he
returned to the side in the
victory at Peterborough
in January has been
excellent.
“Shaun had a dif-

ficult start. Anyone
who saw him at
Chesterfield in
pre-season, when
he came on at half-
time, I don’t think

would recognise him as the same
player he has looked in the second
half of the season,” said manager
Nigel Clough.
“I said then that it takes a bit of

time to settle in but he has settled
in, he really feels part of it and
some of his displays have been
outstanding.
“Getting injured did not help

him and also not being part of a
settled side. When he did play, he
had numerous defensive partners.
If you come into a side that is
confident, playing well and in the
top half of the league, it is much
easier.

“We are encouraged by
what we have seen from him
and we are looking forward
to him doing a full pre-

season and playing 46 League
games for us next season.”
Barker is currently enjoy-
ing a run of 22 consecutive

starts andhehas scored
five goals this sea-
son.
He is the first de-
fender to win the
award since Youl
Mawene in 2003-4
and succeeds
last year’s win-
ner Rob Hulse.
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Shaun tops poll after tough start

MOBILE phone
entrepreneur Paul Sisson,
head of buymobiles.net, is
backing Derby County
next season by becoming
the club’s shirt sponsor.
Sisson, a lifelong Rams

fan, is pictured with
manager Nigel Clough.
Full story: Page 50
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