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CAPTAIN’S COMMENTS.. .

There’s no doubt we have a squad capable of such 
a feat. We have added quality and experience to an 
extremely talented young squad. The new signings 
will hopefully have a big part to play in driving us on. 
Gareth Roberts, Frank Fielding and John Brayford 
have moved on and we wish them all well. On Bray, I 
believe he was only ever going to leave Derby if he had 
the opportunity to play in the Premier League and now 
he has everyone rooting for him.

I’m again disappointed not to be leading the team 
today, but it’s going to be a more enjoyable year for 
me. I’m recovering from my fourth (hopefully fi nal!) 
operation, but feel like I’m on the last stretch before 
pushing on with my work to ensure I’m ready for my 
long-awaited return. I would like to thank everybody, 
again, for their unquestionable support. I hope to 
repay you all with performances on the pitch wearing 
the No.5 for Derby County. 

So with progression achieved and ambition agreed - 
I would like to wish the club, fans, staff and players all 
the best for this season. 

Barks

THER A M            2 5R A M            

 I’m writing this column sat uncomfortably 
upright on a plane, with my wife and daughter 

asleep beside me on our way to our fi rst break 
together in over two years. 

It’s one I’ve been looking forward to after the 
excruciatingly long recovery I’ve faced, yet I fi nd it 
impossible to switch off from football and the season 
ahead. I’m left wondering what is the appropriate way 
to begin my column this season. Should I talk about 
the past, present or future?

 While my brain is in overdrive (I am a footballer 
remember!) Daft Punk are thumping through 
my headphones, which inadvertently makes me 
appreciate a connection between the pioneers of EDM 
(Electronic Dance Music) and ourselves... but I’ll stick 
to football! 

Since I joined in 2009, I hear fans say we’ve lacked 
ambition. For me, ambition has always been integral 
at the club and continues to drive the manager, staff 
and players. Our initial ambition was to progress, 
as a team and as a club. It was necessary to reduce 
the wages, age and mentality to push forward. This 
ambition has been achieved over the previous three 
seasons. 

Last season our ambition was to fi nish in the 
top 10 and produce better and more consistent 
performances, which we achieved. Many fans see 
ambition by the money spent on players and on wages, 
which they believe will transcend into promotion. Yes, 
some clubs manage this and it pays off handsomely 
but let’s be honest, it’s not happened to too many 
clubs of late has it? 

Our next step, and what should be our only goal, is 
the top six. There seems no point in saying lets fi nish 
in the top eight, or try and improve on our points total. 
The gap between ourselves and the play-offs was 
seven points last year, which proves how close we 
were. 

Shaun Barker joined in the 
Football League’s 125th 

anniversary celebrations


