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CAPTAIN’S COMMENTS.. .
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 Good afternoon and welcome 
to today’s game against 

one of our fi ercest rivals, Leeds 
United.

I was sorry to hear of the 
departure of Nigel Clough as our 
manager last weekend, which 
followed a stable few years for 
Derby County, but that is the nature 
of football unfortunately.

After my injury against Forest 
he came to visit me at my home 
to inform me the club would be 
extending my contract and keeping 
me on as the Club Captain, so I 
have a lot to thank him for. I am 
fully aware that at a different club 
and under a different manager this 
may have never been the case.

He helped put this club into a 
position that is primed to achieve 
great things and we hope that the 
club will reap the rewards of in 
the future, especially under the 
exciting new football management 
team.

Like everyone else, I watched 
with interest as Steve McClaren’s 
press conference was run live on 
Sky Sports News and streamed on 
the internet, listening intently to his 
opening words in the hot-seat.

There will be players here that 
feel a change in management may 
improve their chance to shine on 
the pitch and that this change could 
benefi t their performances. This 
is the case at any club under any 
manager, yet the lads that are here 
now and that are part of the future 
will no doubt feel like they need to 
carry on the job they were brought 
here to do.

I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish Steve 

McClaren, Paul Simpson and 
Eric Steele the very best of luck 
following their appointments on 
Monday evening. It goes without 
saying; they will have had an 
interesting evening watching 
the events unfold on the pitch 
on Tuesday in the 4-4 draw with 
Ipswich! 

It was great to see Craig Bryson 
get two more goals and mark the 
occasion of wearing the captain’s 
armband in such fantastic style. 
We’ve seen a few memorable 
matches at Pride Park in the 
last few years but none more 
so than that one. Hopefully the 
entertainment value remains 
today, but with a result in our 
favour. 

As a group of players we 
eagerly await the new Gaffer’s 
fi rst full week in charge and 
realise we will be working under 
a fantastic collection of coaches 
and hope we can replicate their 
wisdom onto the pitch. They 
have all played, or worked, at the 
highest levels and have great CVs 
and it is down to us as players to 
soak up their experience and 
knowledge. 

One huge plus of 
the appointments 
is the fact each 
member has played 
for Derby County 
in the past. They 
understand the 
aspirations and 
desire of such 
a big club and 
hopefully that can 
enable them to 
settle in quickly. 

We are one 100 per cent behind 
the new men at the helm of this 
football club. We are all hoping 
the era will provide the necessary 
platform to progress to the 
Premier League once again. 

Let’s be honest, it’s the 
only thing that everybody is so 
desperate for. 

Barks #DNA

Check out Club Captain 
Shaun Barker’s personal blog: 
http://www.barks5.tumblr.com/


