
SHAUN BARKER
CLUB CAPTAIN SHAUN BARKER PENS HIS LATEST PROGRAMME COLUMN FOR THE RAM...

CAPTAIN’S COMMENTS.. .

THER A M            23R A M            

 After fi ve years of the same 
football management team 

being in place at Derby County 
everyone, especially the players, 
have adapted admirably to the 
transformation since Steve 
McClaren took over.

It’s never easy for a player when 
a manager leaves as each individual 
will be unsure of their position and 
future. 

Will he play me? Will he want 
me to leave? Am I coming out of the 
cold to play? All of these questions 
and emotions go around each of the 
players’ minds, knowing they must 
continue to work hard and impress.

McClaren has been very 
conscious to introduce his own 
managerial style to the squad 
relatively slowly and I think as a 
group they have been grateful. 
A dramatic change could be 
considerably detrimental, he said 
this himself, but a slow transition 
has seen the group adapt gradually 
and now they feel comfortable in 
their new surroundings. 

The last two home games have 
shown what we are all about. The 
saying of ‘a game of two halves’ 
has never been so relevant for 
the Ipswich fi xture. After a sloppy 
opening 45 minutes the boys were 
outstanding in the second-half, 
pulling off a remarkable comeback.

I was so pleased we showed as a 
group the determination and belief 
this squad has to bounce back. It 
would have been easier to hide in 
that second-half, yet every player 
showed the desire to continue 
playing football and attempting 
to do the right things. If the new 
management team didn’t realise or 

appreciate the set of players that 
they had at his disposal, I’m sure 
they do now. 

To claim all three points against 
Leeds was a relief. It was of course 
our fi rst home victory and it’s been 
a long while coming. The players 
knew it was a matter of time before 
it happened, it’s just a shame it took 
so long. Our away form has been 
incredible so far but it’s always 
special to win in front of your own 
supporters. 

Following those results came 
the fantastic away win at Watford 
last Saturday. To go there and 
come away with a win is a huge 
achievement, but to score three 
goals as well is just as impressive! 
Watford are an extremely strong 
side that will be challenging for 
promotion. For us to be the fi rst 
team to beat them on their own 
turf this season affi rms us as real 
contenders for the top six.

It was imperative to get our 
home form going so that we 
weren’t relying on our away 
results, but there are no signs so 
far that these enjoyable away days 
are going to slow down. We play 
attractive football which can be 
deadly on the break and we also 
seem to have more of a killer 
instinct in front of goal. 
Those qualities will 
leave teams extremely 
conscious and 
nervous when they 
are playing in their 
home fi xtures 
and long may this 
continue. 

There have 
been big changes 

here lately but the important thing 
is that we have never altered our 
goal for the end of the season. 
Finishing in the top six spots is still 
in our minds and in our hands, and 
we will do everything in our power 
to achieve this feat. 

After 12 League games there’s 
no reason to believe that this 
achievement isn’t still a great 
possibility.  
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Check out Club Captain 
Shaun Barker’s personal blog: 
http://www.barks5.tumblr.com/


