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 I’m gazing out of the 
window of the train heading 

to London writing this column 
ahead of a visit to the specialist 
and I’m left wondering just how 
far around the world I’d get with 
the amount of travelling I’ve 
done since I began my rehab. The 
capital is beginning to feel like a 
second home, unfortunately I’ve 
not had the chance to experience 
the art and culture - it’s about my 
recovery!

Each visit to the surgeon brings 
an overwhelming feeling of nerves 
and hope that he will deliver 
good news. So far there’s only 
been a couple of split moments 
of noticeable disappointment in 
the eyes of this poker-faced man, 
yet I’ve detected a real sense of 
pleasure on his face on my visits. 

On each occasion I’ve gratefully 
received the good news I’ve been 
praying for, although I’ve found it 
diffi cult to restrain myself from 
being too eager and impatient on 
pushing too hard on my rehab.

This is a huge season for 
myself and my career and 
more importantly - the club. I 
mentioned a few weeks ago a shift 
in ambition and belief this year 
compared to previous seasons 
and the team has produced some 
good results and performances 
so far. 

I’m desperate to put on a Derby 
shirt again but I honestly would 
sacrifi ce this season to see this 
set of lads continue to play in the 
same manner and get promoted 
to the Premier League.

I know I’m writing extremely 
prematurely, but not many would 

say that after only two weeks 
of the season being witnessed. 
We are showing we are capable 
of being a match for any team, 
as we’ve proved so far against 
Blackburn and Brighton.

The Gaffer decided to play four 
central midfi elders in a diamond 
shape to counteract Brighton’s 
team last weekend to persuade a 
style of play that would give us an 
advantage of retaining possession 
in the match, and it worked an 
absolute treat! This showed a 
tactical awareness of the manager, 
and arguably, more importantly, 
a belief that the team can now be 
mixed up and shifted around. 

We have a stronger squad 
this year and when you 
have people like Jamie 
Ward on the bench who 
we’ve probably relied 
on too much in the past 
for a goal or a magic 
spark in games, it says 
it all. With each game 
we have played so far 
our bench has fi lled me 

with the belief that if things are not 
working on the pitch, the Gaffer 
can bring quality players on.

The rewarding thing will be 
that nobody is complaining about 
it. Some players won’t be happy 
they haven’t started in games, but 
if they were happy at being on the 
bench something would be wrong! 
Everybody is working hard and 
trying to get themselves in the 
starting XI, which is continuing to 
get tougher and tougher - with the 
end goal about achieving success 
together.

It really feels as though some 
exciting times are ahead! 
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I’M DESPERATE TO PUT 
ON A DERBY SHIRT 
AGAIN BUT I HONESTLY 
WOULD SACRIFICE THIS 
SEASON TO SEE THIS 
SET OF LADS CONTINUE 
TO PLAY IN THE SAME 
MANNER AND GET 
PROMOTED TO THE 
PREMIER LEAGUE...


